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be called identical, they coincided sufficiently to make
it possible to keep up a good understanding which
was of the highest advantage to both countries. But
to maintain this good understanding there was need
of the coolest temper and judgment on the part of
the rulers; for the two peoples were hopelessly hos-
tile. They were like two gamecocks in adjoining
pens. The Spaniards were respected and liked by
our countrymen. Their grave dignity, even their stiff
assumption of intrinsic superiority, were too like our
own not to awake a certain appreciative sympathy.
Whereas all Englishmen from peer to peasant would
at any time have enjoyed a tussle with France, until
its burdens began to be felt.

Henry in., with whom the Valois dynasty was
about to expire, was far from being the incompetent
driveller depicted by most historians. He had good
abilities, plenty of natural courage when roused, and
a thorough comprehension of the politics of his day.
His aims and plans were well conceived. But with no
child to care for, and immersed in degrading self-
indulgence, he wearied of the exertions and sacrifices
necessary for carrying them through. Short spells of
sensible and energetic action were succeeded by periods
of unworthy lassitude and pusillanimous surrender.
Before he came to the throne he had been the chief
organiser of the Bartholomew Massacre. As King he
naturally inclined, like Elizabeth, William of Orange,
and Henry of Navarre, to make considerations of re-
ligion subordinate to considerations of State. Both
he and Navarre would have been glad to throw over
the fanatical or factious partisans by whom they were